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WEDNESDAY EVENING FILM SERIES IN OCTOBER 
Leopoldo Torre Nilsson: Forgotten Master of Latin American Cinema 
Wednesday evenings, 7:00 pm, October 7-28, 1998 
Four movies celebrate the master filmmaker of Argentina 


On Wednesday evenings this October, the Cleveland Museum of Art presents the area’s first- 
ever series of movies by the great, but nearly forgotten filmmaker Leopoldo Torre Nilsson 
(1924—1978). David Robinson, writing in The International Encyclopedia of Film, called 
Argentina’s Torre Nilsson “unquestionably the best director to have emerged from Latin 
America.” The son of a film director, Torre Nilsson burst upon the international scene in 
1957 when his film End of Innocence was acclaimed at the Cannes Film Festival. The tale of 
a young girl’s stifled sexual awakening introduced the themes that would recur in his greatest 
works: isolation, repression, corruption, and depravity among the bourgeoisie. The movie 
also showed off the director’s flamboyant camera style and gothic sensibility. This series sets 
out to re-introduce Torre-Nilsson in Cleveland with screenings of four of his most sinister 
and seductive films, all of them co-written by his wife, Beatriz Guido. Each film $6, $3 CMA 
members. 


End of Innocence 

Wednesday, October 7, 7:00 pm 

(Argentina, 1957, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 76 min.) Directed 

by Leopoldo Torre Nilsson. Torre Nilsson's breakthrough film 

is an atmospheric tale set in the 1 920s, about a 1 6-year-old 

girl whose sexual awakening is suppressed by her social 

position and her puritanical mother. Also known as The 

House of the Angel. 

Hand in the Trap 

Wednesday, October 14, 7:00 pm 
(Argentina, 1961, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 90 min.) Directed 
by Leopoldo Torre Nilsson. Baroque, gothic tale about an 
adolescent girl who decides to reunite her reclusive spinster 
aunt with the man who jilted her 20 years earlier. 


Summerskin 

Wednesday, October 21, 7:00 pm 

(Argentina, 1961, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 96 min.) Directed 

by Leopoldo Torre Nilsson. A woman promised a year in 

Paris If she will serve as companion to a dying man is 

distressed when her charge starts to make a startling 

recovery. 

The Fall 

Wednesday, October 28, 7:00 pm 
(Argentina, 1959, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 86 min.) Directed 
by Leopoldo Torre Nilsson. Chilling account of a naive 
university student who becomes entrapped in a web of 
fantasy and doom when she moves to a room in town closer 
to school. 
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